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we received a pilot on board, and in three hours,
entered the channel of the New Calabar river,
which must be passed, before an entrance into the
Bonny can be effected. This position of the Cala-
bar is, however, on the coast usually denominated
the Bonny, in reference to the superior trade of
that river.

The pilot here requested the Captain's permis-
sion to make a "jhu jhu," which is a superstitious
rite performed by the natives in these rivers.    The
object of the ceremony is to propitiate their deity
for a safe passage and a good trade ; the operation
consists of spilling a wine glass full of rum, twice
on the bowsprit (upon which the operator stands),
and once on each side of it, into the water.    They
practise a similar rite when they anchor, cutting
some bread and meat into small pieces, scattering
it in like manner on the bowsprit, into the river,
and also on the deck, while those who stand around,
mingle in the act, by tasting their offerings.    The
objects worshipped by the people of the New Cala-
bar, are the tiger and the shark ; while the Bonny
people worship the shark and the guana.

At half-past four, we anchored, for the night, off
Foche Island, inside the first bar of the river, and
the pilot went on shore. The town on this island
had been burnt to the ground only a few days
before we arrived, owing to the carelessness of
some new slaves, and the people of the town had
determined upon selling the woman to whom the